File No. 9110218 


WORLD TRADE CENTER TASK FORCE INTERVIEW 
LIEUTENANT GARY WOOD 


Interview Date: December 4, 2001 


Transcribed by Laurie A. Collins 


G. WOOD 2 


CHIEF LAKIOTES: Today's date is 
December 4th, 2001. The time is 
approximately 11:20. This is Chief Art 
Lakiotes of the Safety Battalion. I'm 
conducting an interview with -- 

LIEUTENANT WOOD: Lieutenant Gary Wood, 
Ladder Company 131. 

CHIEF LAKIOTES: ~-- regarding the 
events of September 11th, 2000. 


Q. Gary, I explained to you the purpose of 


the interview. Just take us through your 


response and the events of that day as far as 


your experience. 


A. We were in quarters, and we got a 


ticket to respond to the toll plaza of the 


Battery Tunnel. This is after the first building 


had been hit by a plane. Leaving quarters, we 


could see the building. Debris was in the air. 


We went to the toll plaza along with 


maybe eight or ten other companies, and we were 


in the toll plaza when we saw -- some of my guys 


actually visibly saw the second plane hit the 


south tower. 


At that time all the computers went 
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off, and we were directed to respond onto I think 
it was West Street and -- is Vesey the one that's 
on the corner of the north tower? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Vesey. West and Vesey. 

We started to go through the tunnel. 
There was a delay in the tunnel due to a car with 
a flat tire, we found out. 

We came out. After about five minutes, 
we went north on West Street. We were directed 
by officers in the street to continue to the 
pedestrian overpass that was just north of the 
north tower. We parked our rigs there. I 
remember parking right behind -- I think it was 
101 I parked behind. 

We got out and we were told to now walk 
back south on West Street on the opposite side of 
the World Trade Center. So we watched these 
people falling and saw the whole disaster 
unfolding. We went down to the corner of Liberty 
and West Street, and there was a battalion chief 
there. I don't know who he was. I never got his 
name. Dr. Kelly was there at the same time. 


Apparently there was some type of 
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debris that was now coming off the building prior 
to the collapse. So they told us to move down 
Liberty Street on the west side of West Street. 
There was another building down there that has 
another overpass, and they wanted us down under 
that. 

We went down under there. There must 
have been the chief, maybe a couple, three, four 
companies at that time. Whatever the condition 
was, it resolved itself. They said, okay, now 
cross West Street and go to the corner of West 
and Liberty opposite the Marriott Hotel; and look 
up, make sure nobody the falling, and run into 
the Marriott Hotel; and there's a battalion chief 
in there, deputy chief in there, that will direct 
you further. 

We went across Liberty into the 
Marriott Hotel. There's a small restaurant 
called the Twelve Shippers Restaurant I think 
someone told me. Go in there, up two flights of 
steps, two steps of stairs, into the carpeted 
lobby of the Marriott. We came in there. The 
lobby is narrow and long. You could see it go up 


into the distance. It took a little angular 
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turn. There was a desk and bank of elevators. 

When we first came in, apparently they 
had been setting up the staging area there for a 
long time. There were tables along the walls 
with bottles of water on them. Companies had 
already stacked up their extra cylinders and 
their hose links against the wall. 

I talked to my guys just to wait right 
there. There was a little I guess you would call 
it a conference area, lounge area right there. 
Other companies were already there. I told them 
to just stay right there, I'll go down and check 
in. 

I went down maybe 50, 60 feet, and I 
found a chief surrounded by another group of 
officers and told him who I was. He said either 
stand fast or stay put till you hear from us. I 
went back down the hallway, found my guys, was in 
the process of telling them to just buddy up, 
stay together and we're going to be used shortly, 
when one of my guys who was facing me -- I had my 
back to the window. One of my guys facing me 
said, "Look." I didn't get a chance to turn 


around, but apparently all the firemen out on 


G. WOOD 6 


West Street on the other side, following the same 
path that we had taken, had now started to run 
because the building was collapsing. 

There was no place to hide. We just 
hit the deck wherever we were. The windows on 
the West Street side all blew out. The sound was 
just like freight trains coming right over your 
head. Dust, smoke, debris falling from the 
ceiling. It lasted maybe 25, 30 seconds. It 
seemed like forever, though. 

When it finally stopped, I got up, made 
sure we had everybody. We looked around, to the 
extent that we could, to see if there was anyone 
else. There was a couple civilians, a janitor, a 
woman who I believe was maybe a cafeteria worker 
or something. She had some kind of uniform on. 
It was hard to tell, it was all covered with 
debris. 

We looked for our tools which we had 
placed down on the ground, and they were covered 
with debris and covered with dust. We couldn't 
find anything. We made another quick survey. We 
reversed ourselves to find the door that we had 


come in, and we found that an overhead door had 
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fallen. It was a door we presume was used to 
close off the restaurant from the lobby of the 
hotel. We don't know. A couple of my guys 
lifted it up. We got it up about four feet, 
where it stayed. We went under that, got out 
into the restaurant itself, which was pretty 
demolished. 

We made our way through the 
restaurant -- it was a narrow restaurant -- and 
out into the street. There was a crater maybe 30 
feet wide, irregular shape. We had to go down 
one side of that and up the other. The guys did 
it -- I did it on my fanny over pieces of steel 
and back and forth. 

We got on the other side. I had 
another roll call, and I discovered that one of 
my guys, when he went through the crater, came up 
on the other side, had been grabbed by someone -- 
he doesn't even know who, it turns out; he's a 
fireman or policeman or EMT -- and put in an 
ambulance because we had abrasions to his eyes, 
which we all had but he had them very severe. 
They took him away. 


He heard me calling on the radio, but 
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apparently he was going faster further than I 
could get him. So we thought that he had fallen 
back into the debris for a while. We couldn't 
find him. We looked and couldn't find him. Then 
someone had said -- I had sent one of the guys 
down to the corner. I said maybe the building's 
down that way. Go down to the corner. 

So one of my guys had gone down, I 
think had gone on Liberty Street on the other 
side of West Street, where we had originally come 
from. He was calling for him on the radio. 
Nobody was answering. Nobody was -- there was 
nobody there. There was nobody left. But he 
said he had heard him briefly. He had heard him 
trying to get back to us. So now we were certain 
he was alive, but we didn't know where he was. 

Right at that moment we heard the 
second tower start to come down. We had found a 
Daily News photographer in the interim with a 
broken leg, so we were dragging him with us. 

When the second tower started to come down, one 
of my guys said look in there, there's a doorway 
we can get through, a doorway to a deli or 


superette. We ran in there, hit the ground in 
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there. The second tower came down. We heard the 
debris hit the streets. 

We got out of there, made our way south 
and east, tried to get to the water to get some 
air. You couldn't see, couldn't breathe. We 
made our way down maybe another quarter mile 
until we found an area where EMTs were treating 
people. We had them treat us. We had numerous 
injuries: back, eyes, everything. 

Then two cops came running out of the 
building that we were in front of and told us 
there was a substantial gas leak and they were 
evacuating the pier. It's like, okay. We got on 
the boats, and from there two of us wound up in 
Staten Island, two of us wound up in Lutheran, 
and two of us wound up in someplace in New 
Jersey. We found Shawn Halperin during our trip 
too. We took him with us. 

That's about it. 

Q. That's it? 

A. That's about it. 

Q. Do you remember any of those chiefs 
that you ran into or any firefighters? 


A. I don't remember anyone in the lobby. 


G. WOOD 10 


Q. Do you know who was giving the orders 
to do what in the lobby? 

A. No, never got -- his back was to me, so 
I never saw -- like I said, he was surrounded by 
other guys. I figured I would get his name off 
the back of his jacket later for the report. 

Q. Was there anybody in that lobby that 
you might have picked up a name or anything that 
you Know now did not make it? 

A. No, I don't know -- this is strictly 
assumption. I assume that 279 was in that same 
building maybe a minute or two ahead of us. 
Maybe 101 was in that building maybe a minute or 
two ahead of us. I don't know. 

The area where I had gone to check in 
with the chief was completely destroyed. There 
was a wall of debris there. So it was literally 
30, 40 feet difference between what was left of 
the building and what -- I think 122 -- this 
again is conjecture because I didn't see them. 
Someone told me they were in that same area with 
us, although I don't know that. I don't know 
that for certain. 


I saw the chief of department on West 
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Street shortly after we parked the rig. I saw 
Battalion Chief Grezlak maybe halfway -- equal 
distance between the World Trade Center, also on 
the west side of West Street. Just strictly saw 
him, but I recognized Joe from -- 

Q. 204. 

A. Yeah. 

Dr. Kelly was one of the individuals 
that was with us on Liberty on the west side of 
West Street under the overpass when they thought 
the debris was falling. 

That's it. I really don't remember. 
There were names that I had gotten then -- 

Q. You don't remember. You didn't 
recognize them? 

A. No, I didn't recognize anybody. There 
was a lot of confusion. 

279 we think was in that building 
because their engine company was relatively close 
to that intersection of Liberty and West, because 
that's where we found the chauffeur from 279 
later. Their rig was right on a hydrant right 
there. So we assume that they took that hydrant 


and went into that building, but we don't know 
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for certain. 


Q. So you came out almost the same way you 
went in? 

A. Came out -- we had only been in the 
building -- I don't think we were in the building 


more than five minutes. 


Q. You went back past the south pedestrian 
crosswalk? 

A. Yeah, right, we came out -- we had gone 
in -- we couldn't have gone further into the 


building than -- well, I went further than the 
guys did because I told them to stay put, stay in 
one place. The whole company as a whole when the 
collapse occurred, we weren't more than 20 feet 
into the building. So we knew exactly where the 
exit was and we went back out. 

Q. You said there were a lot of guys 
around that particular chief that was in the 
staging area. 

A. It was a chief. 

Q. Can you give me a figure? 15? 20? 
Plus? 

A. You couldn't get to him. You couldn't 


even shoulder your way in to him. So there had 


G. WOOD 13 


to be about ten guys around him. He had about 
ten guys around him in a semicircle. He was 
facing them. He was in the process of giving one 
of them instructions, which I assume he was 
telling him to take a certain stairwell and 
perform a certain function. He was just about to 
talk to another one when I said, "Chief, 131, 
we're here, we're in the lobby." He said either 
stand fast or stay put or something. 

I would say maybe eight to ten. They 
might have all been officers. There might have 
been a couple officers with their men. I don't 
remember. 

It was hard to pick out anyone after 
the collapse. You couldn't tell the difference 
between -- you were there. You couldn't tell the 
difference between daytime -- 

Q. I can't remember if I saw you there. 

A. When we came out of the building before 
the second collapse, we didn't know we were 
outside the building until we ran into a light 
pole that had a walk/don't walk sign on it. Then 
we realized we're outside. We didn't know. We 


didn't know. 
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Q. Fortunately the wind was blowing off 
the water and was clearing it up a little bit on 
the south side, on the west side a lot faster 
than it probably did up towards Church. 

So I guess that's about it; right? 

A. Yeah, I wish I could be of more help. 

Q. No, no, no. You have been a lot of 
help, a lot of help. 

So you were actually in the lobby of 
the Marriott in the staging area? 

A. The lobby of the Marriott, right off 
the corner of Liberty and West. 

Q. Right, the south side of tower two. 

A. And they were using that as a staging 
area because there were cylinders, Scott 
cylinders, and hose links had been deposited 
there. 

Q. So you came out the same way you went 
in? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. So that lobby or that west side of 
tower two was still intact after it came down, to 
some degree? 


A. Right, after the first collapse -- now, 
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I'm not certain how many floors remained, because 
I only saw it up close maybe a week later when we 
went back. I know that at that point a week 
later only maybe two and a half stories remained. 

Q. We don't know what the second collapse 
did to the Marriott. 

A. You don't know. You don't know if 
there were 10 floors left after the first 
collapse, 15. 

Q. I think there was a lot more left of 
tower two when it cleared, but there was a lot 
less after tower one came down. 

A. I think that's probably correct. I 
know a lot of stuff hit the street. When we hid 
in that deli during the second collapse, there 


was a lot of stuff hitting -- 


Q. Where was this deli? 

A. I'm not really certain. I think it was 
off of -- 

Q. Here's a map. You can orient yourself 


a little bit better, maybe. Now here's the 
Marriott. 
A. Yeah, I see that. We came out. 


Depending upon what street we were on, I would 
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bet the deli was on West Street here in the 
vicinity of Cedar, I would think. 
Q. Right, okay. There was nothing left 
here. This was all messed -- 
A. Maybe it was on the end street. I 
can't really tell you. 
Q. Okay. That's fine. 
A. We made our way out, and I guess we 
made our way down here somehow. 
279 was right around here somewhere, 
right around Cedar, maybe Albany. That's where I 
think they were. 
Q. Yeah, that's true. 
CHIEF LAKIOTES: Okay. This concludes 
the interview. It is approximately 11:35. 
Thank you. 
LIEUTENANT WOOD: You're welcome, 


Chief. 
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